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Apparently, his idea was that our Indian Empire
would not be safe unless the Turks continued to
keep Russia out of Constantinople, and that a
statesman who urged his countrymen to abandon
Turkey was for that reason a traitor to England.
It was possible to retort, as Freeman the historian
actually did, that an empire which could be preserved
only at the cost of condoning Turkish atrocities
had better be abandoned. Lord Beaconsfield's
admirers were evidently not prepared openly to
repudiate the idea of applying morality to politics,
for, whereas Freeman had said, " Perish our empire
in India rather than justice," they studiously
quoted him as having said, "Perish India!'5 and
their misrepresentation had such success that
Queen Victoria waited some weeks to confirm his
appointment to the Professorship of Modern History
at Oxford until she was able to satisfy herself about
the truth of this report.

In point of fact, the preservation of our empire
involved no such disgraceful complicity with the
crimes of Achmet Aga. It is very doubtful
whether, in any case, our communications with
the Far East would be endangered by the presence
of a Russian army at Constantinople. With the
Suez Canal in our possession, the danger becomes
exceedingly small. Nor was there at that time any
serious question of a Russian advance to the
Bosporus. Austria, whose interests were more
concerned than ours to prevent it, would have
blocked the way. Russia herself did not wish for
war ; nor, if Gladstone's demand of autonomy for
Bulgaria had been conceded, would there have been
any war. To secure this end no more was needed